
THE PIG BOY  FREDERICK     #11 
Book:  2-30 
 
Deep in the bush, a sow gave birth to a litter that included pigs and a human boy.  One night 
she took the small pigs and the boy to a garden.  The pigs made their way through a hole in 
the fence, but the boy had to climb over the fence to get inside.  Once inside the garden, the 
pigs ate taro but the boy instead picked ripe bananas.  He tossed the peels on the ground 
around the garden as he ate.  When they had had enough, they went back into the jungle.  
The next morning, the garden’s owner came up from the village.  She saw that pigs had been 
eating her taro but she was puzzled by the banana skins she saw laying about.  “Pigs must 
have eaten the taro,” she thought, “but what peeled these bananas and ate them?”  When 
she came back to the village she told her husband about this.  “You must go tonight and 
guard our garden,” she said.  “A family of pigs came in the night and ate the taro, but I have 
no idea what could peel and eat the bananas.  You must hide there and find out.”  So that 
night the man went to the garden.  He was waiting as the sow and her litter came in through 
the hole in the fence and the boy climbed over.  Just as before, the pigs were eating taro 
while the boy ate ripe bananas.  The boy kept to himself, wandering around the garden as 
he ate.  The hidden man watched for his chance, came up quietly and grabbed the boy.  The 
alarmed pigs raced into the bush.  The men brought the boy back to the village, fed him and 
looked after him.  The boy became his son and they lived together ever after. 
 
Notes: 
 
Julia has heard a much longer version, possibly from Nita. 
 
This translation:  June 22, 1995 
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