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 Yaretarato Jiwo married Totofi Susuki.  They lived together in a house, but they didn't sleep 
together.  The man slept on the platform and the woman on the floor.  They would go to the garden, 
work and come back.  But they wouldn't sleep together.  It went on like that.  The wife got cross.  In 
the morning the husband said, "Let's go to the garden."  The wife said, "I don't want to go.  I'm sick."  
The husband went alone.  When the sun came up the woman went to the river.  The old people 
asked her "Where are you going?"  "I'm going to the river to have my wash."  She went to the river, 
but she missed the river and went back to the beach (village).  She walked until she came to a tree 
hanging over the beach.  She climbed up and sat there. 
 
 The husband came back from the garden in the afternoon.  He looked in the house.  She was 
not there so he asked the old people, "Where is Totofi Susuki?"  He followed her footprints to the 
river.  She was not there, so he went down to the beach.  He kept following her footprints.  The wife 
looked and saw him coming.  The wife was sitting on the top of the tree as the man came up to her.  
He followed the footprints up to the tree.  He went to the other side of the tree.  There were no 
prints so he came back again.  The woman saw the husband going here and there.  She started to 
cry.  The tears fell to the salt water.  The husband saw this and looked up.  He called up, "Totofi 
Susuki, what did I do to make you cross and come here?"  When he called up, the wife started 
singing. [song in Kaire - Korafe language] 
 
  Both of us sleep apart 
  When I wear my clothes apart 
  You don't want to touch my body. 
 
Then the husband started to sing: 
 
  Yavetarato died [father] 
  I washed him with leaves 
  If I sleep with my wife she will die. 
 
 The husband wanted the wife to come down, but she refused.  He asked her until the tide 
(taavi vavassi) was high.  The wife said, "Why did you come and now your parents are following 
you!"  When the husband looked she jumped into the sea.  When the husband looked back she was 
not there. When the woman came up in the water her husband called out, "You come out and we'll 
go."  She stayed where she was until the high tide came up.  The husband's armlets became wings 
and he flew up into the tree.  When the woman looked up there was no sign of her husband.  The 
man in the tree caleed out, "Aiyako!"  He had left his name and changed it to Aiyako - the bird's 
name. 
 
 When the wife dived into the sea she became a turtle. 
 
Notes: 
 
Red Parrot in the palm trees is Aiyako - the story is about how the parrot came to live in the tree. 

                                                           
1.  [translated Macsherry -- no tape] 
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